
 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

June 6, 2021 at 10:00 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 

 

Gathering Music “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” —George C. Stebbins  

  Bud Miller, tenor; Anthony Sharp, piano 

 

Opening Sentences    

One: With God, there is:  

All:  Forgiveness. 

One: Steadfast love. 

All: Great power to redeem. We wait for the Lord, who is our hope. Through the long night, 

we watch for God more passionately than for the sun’s first light! 

 

Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 

*  Call to Confession 

One: If God kept track of sins, who would stand a chance? 

But with God, there is forgiveness. May God hear our request for mercy. 

 

*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Merciful God, we try to hide from your presence, knowing that we have traded 

your abundant life for a wasteland of sin. 

We have not followed your will, but instead heed other voices and pursue our 

own desires at the expense of others. 

We are so misguided that we cannot discern good from evil, making the wrong 

choice, choosing the wrong side. 

 

We ask for the courage to tell you truthfully what we have done. 

We pray for forgiveness so that we can live with ourselves, with others, 

and with you. 

You alone can restore us. In steadfast love, look upon us and reclothe us in 

your grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*  Silent Prayer 

 

 

 



 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

One: Siblings in Christ, do not lose heart.  

We are being renewed day by day through the grace of Christ extended to us. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

Children’s Message 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

One: We are waiting, O God, to hear your Word, for in your Word is our hope. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we hear your voice and be attentive to what you 

will say to us today. 

In the name of Christ, we ask this and all things. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading Psalm 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  

Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!  

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  

But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  

my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those 

who watch for the morning.  

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great 

power to redeem.  

It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.  

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  “Out of the Depths” Dr. Gerdts 

 

Hymn Meditation     “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”— arr. Anthony Sharp 

  Anthony Sharp, piano  

 

 

  



THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  

One: We will sit down where feet tire from the journey. 

We will sit down where grief bends the back. 

 

All:  We will sit down under roofs wrecked by artillery. 

We will sit down where cries sound from cracked walls. 

 

One: We will sit down where heat beats like hammers. 

We will sit down where flesh shivers in cold. 

 

All:  We will sit down where bread bakes on thin charcoal. 

We will sit down where there is no grain in baked fields. 

 

One: We will sit down with those who dwell in ashes. 

We will sit down in shadow and in light. 

 

All:  We will sit down, making friends out of strangers. 

We will sit down, our cup filled with new wine. 

 

One: We will sit down and let love flow like language. 

We will sit down where speech needs no words. 

 

All:  We will sit together at the table with no edges. 

We will sit to share one loaf, in Christ’s name, in one world. 

 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

  

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, 

broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me!” 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to them 

saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed with my blood, shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 



 

Solo Hymn "Come, Thou Almighty King" Bud Miller, tenor 

 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 

*  Charge and Benediction 

 

Sending Music  “Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, 18th Variation” — Sergei Rachmaninoff

  Anthony Sharp, piano 

 

   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 

Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 

information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe here. 

 

WORSHIPPING DURING COVID – Please be aware of the guidelines listed below and posted around 

Fellowship Hall. Sharing Christ’s peace can be enthusiastic but should maintain social distance. Offering 

and donations will be received in baskets and on tables near the doors. Ushers will guide you through entry 

and exit. Please greet each other outside after the service.  

 

MANY THANKS TO THE COVID RESPONSE TEAM! Members of the CRT have worked diligently 

for over a year to make sure members, staff, Preschool, support groups, all users of the FPCH church 

building have had all of the information and resources needed to stay safe throughout the pandemic. 

Members are 

Lee Federline, chair 

Chuck Bell 

Karen Dante 

Anne Walters  

Gerry Rice 

Marisa McGovern 

Peter Leibensperger  

Lorraine Gormley-Devine 

Michelle Taffet 

Travis Bogetti 

Anne Vial 

Margot Dark 

Kris Bean 

Doug Gerdts, ex officio 

 

THE NURSERY IS BACK!  The nursery is back for infants – 3-year-olds. Parents wishing to drop off 

their darlings can do so in the Hospitality Room where our nursery helpers will be happy to entertain your 

babies while you worship. Want to save time at drop off? Please have your information filled out ahead of 

time for our helpers. The link to the forms can be found here: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any 

questions concerning the nursey, do not hesitate to reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH IS BACK! Have children too big for the nursery? Send them to Children’s 

Church! Each week kids ages 4-10 are invited to join us in Children’s Church in the CE Room for a bible 

story, craft, and some play. Masks are required. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Please note: There is no children’s church this week (6/6/21) due to 4th-Grade Communion Sunday, but 

children older than 3 who need some play time are welcome to join us in the nursery this week – our helpers 

are ready for kids of all ages. Children’s Church will return next week. 

 

❖ 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children


REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR VBS 2021 – Knights of the North Castle, July 26-30 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

for children ages 4-10. Become Knights on a quest to the North Castle in a frozen land to find the King’s 

Armor. We are looking forward to another great VBS week filled with music, games, crafts, and bible stories. 

Let’s take up the gauntlet and accept the challenge to "armor up" and be strong with God! Info here. Due to 

limited spacing this year your child(ren)’s spot in camp will not be confirmed until payment is 

received. Registration alone is not a confirmed spot in camp. If there is available space for your child(ren), you 

will be sent information regarding payment. Once payment is received, your spot will be confirmed. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR SUMMER CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS!  Please consider 

donating your time for one of these: 

     Children’s Church: Volunteers are needed to teach our young friends each Sunday during the worship 

service. All that is needed is a willingness to read a story and facilitate a craft. Gabrielle Heimerling will 

provide you with everything you need to help with the class – all we need is you! All classes will take place in 

the CE Room (formerly the yoga room) on the lower level. 

     VBS:  Calling all Shepherds! Hello teens – we are looking to you to shepherd our campers through various 

stations this summer. Come relive your crafting, playground and choir days with us. VBS will run from July 

26th-30th. It’s always such a fun week made all the better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling 

to sign up. 

     VBS:  Calling all Station Leaders! Hello grown-ups – we are looking to you to help us staff our various 

stations for VBS. Please consider helping with Games, Crafts, or Bible Story. All supplies and lessons will be 

supplied to you – all we need is you! VBS will run from July 26th-30th. It’s always such a fun week made all 

the better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling to sign up. 

 

BIBLE STUDY – Doug’s Tuesday morning Bible study will be on vacation this week, Tuesday, June 8. The 

weekly discussion of upcoming scripture readings will reconvene on June 15 at 8 a.m.  

 

NEW BOOK STUDY – Beginning Wednesday, June 16th at 7:30, Pastor Nikki will be offering a book study 

on Richard Rohr’s Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the Twelve Steps. From the book blurb: 

“We are all addicted to something, according to Franciscan Father Richard Rohr. When we learn to identify our 

addiction, embrace our brokenness, and surrender to God, we begin to bring healing to ourselves and our 

world. In this book, Richard Rohr shows how the gospel principles in the Twelve Steps can free anyone from any 

addiction - from an obvious dependence on alcohol or drugs, to the more common but less visible addiction that 

we all have to sin.” Purchasing the book is required. We will cover one chapter/one step a week from June 16th 

through September 15th. On June 16th we will cover the introduction. We will meet weekly on Wednesdays 

from 7:30-8:30 via Zoom; link to follow. This group is open to anyone: believers, seekers, doubters, addicts 

alike. All are welcome to attend. Questions? Contact Pastor Nikki npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

COMING SOON: A GUIDE THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT – Starts June 21. This course, like the 

one on the Old Testament, is meant as an introduction to Bible Study and is perfect for someone who hasn’t had 

much experience with the text. The course is a combination of online teaching and discussion led by Doug and 

weekly homework in the workbook. Course meets on Mondays from 11:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom. and will begin 

on June 21st and run for approximately 12 weeks. (Don’t worry if you’ll be away on vacation — this is easy to do 

on your own!) If you’d like to sign up or would like a book to use on your own, send Doug a note and he’ll 

reserve one for you! Books are $15 and are available today! 

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY – The Porch Bible Study will continue its study of Philippians (on Zoom) Tuesday, 

June 8, and Tuesday, June 22. The class starts at 7 p.m.  All are welcome. If you would like the link, please 

contact Rebecca at the church office.  

 

https://www.myvbs.org/fpchknights2021/
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191934318
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org


WEAR ORANGE – Today folks are wearing orange in honor of victims of gun violence and to bring 

awareness to the crisis of gun violence. Thank you to everyone participating in this year’s Wear Orange 

weekend. The week ahead is National Gun Violence Awareness Week. As Christians, we cannot turn away 

from disturbing realities or refuse to take action as thousands of lives are devastated each year. On tables by the 

Fellowship Hall exits, the Justice and Advocacy Committee is providing information on the gun violence crisis 

in America and very important steps we can take to protect our children and youth. Please take some for 

yourself and to share with others.  

 

MEMBER CARE COORDINATION TEAM 

Do you know of needs in the congregation? Please contact one of these folks: 

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  

Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  

Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  

Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  

Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

ST. WILFRID’S – CURRENT NEEDS: We are very low on diapers—sizes 4, 5, & 6-and adult sizes large 

and extra-large—and baby wipes. If you would like to donate these in bulk from Amazon or Walmart, you may 

have your order sent to: Corey Crumley, 40 Warwick Rd, Haddonfield, NJ 08033.  

NEW REQUEST: It appears that there will be some upcoming changes at the food bank, reverting to pre-

pandemic practices. As we prepare for the future, we are looking for iPads, not too old, for intakes in the future. 

iPads may also be dropped off at Corey’s house 

OTHER NEEDS are canned fruits and veggies, cold cereal, deodorant, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. And 

always plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line the plastic bags, and 

newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. These may be dropped off weekdays in the bins behind Grace 

Episcopal Church or Sundays at FPC. If you have any questions or would be interested in helping with food 

bank pickup during the week or in helping on Saturdays to give out food, please call Jill Mascena at  

856-428-7342 and leave a message or check out the website: opendoorcliniccamden.org. 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU: To my church family, “Thank you!” It has been a wonderful 38 years of service. 

I have always enjoyed having the front of the sanctuary filled with children for Preschool Programs. 

May 23rd was lonely in the Sanctuary as I stood in front of empty pews; until I realized I knew where 

some of you would be sitting before these COVID days. I then could see Charlie & Joan Bergdoll in the 

left center pews; Molly Revell by Jill & Tony Mascena back left side; Andy Levering’s spirit by Robin & Bill 

Wright at the center right; and Craig Huber’s spirit in the center front right. Choir friends were behind 

me in their pews. “Thank You” to all the church family for giving me wonderful memories filled with children, 

parents, and excellent preschool staff who became friends in this ministry. Barb Sewall 

 

SCRIPTURE READING FOR JUNE 13: 1 Samuel 15:34 — 16:13 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul again 

until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king 

over Israel. The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 

over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord 

said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 

will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 

the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and (cont.) 

 

mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/


said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves 

and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the 

Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 

him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 

heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen 

this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made 

seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 

the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He 

sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise 

and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 

brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 

went to Ramah.  

♦ 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 

 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal prayer 

request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, please obtain the 

permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as the originator of the 

request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 

Prayers for the Church 

• Please pray for our staff, musicians, volunteers, and officers – elders and deacons, our mission study 

committee, our pastors and session.  

• Pray for Ben Meams who is suffering with Guillain Barre syndrome (5/21-J. Wackes) 

• For Gail as she undergoes an extensive operation for a rare form of cancer on June 17th, and 

chemotherapy(5/21- L. Hess) 

• Please pray that Pat McGrody would receive healing for health issues and also that she would have 

comfort and peace during the one-year anniversary of her husband’s death (5/13- D. Wackes) 

• Pray for Bill Generao’s continuing recovery and testing, and also for his wife Diane and their three 

daughters (5/13 - D. Wackes) 

• Prayers for Jean and Dave Russell who are navigating a variety of issues (5/12-pastors) 

• Ken Koczur who is undergoing chemotherapy for MDS - myelodysplastic syndrome (5/11-R. Davis)  

• Erin Swinney following lumpectomy surgery and beginning radiation. (5/11- R.Davis) 

• Pray for Carl Tarbell who is living with a very difficult cancer (5/10 - A. Moore) 

• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their well-being! (5/10 - pastors) 

• Pray for Doug & Ann Hambry, and and the whole Hambry family.  Doug was just diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer (5/8 - M. Dark)  

• Alberta Kramer on the death of her daughter and son-in-law (5/6 - pastors) 

• Please pray for the family of Dave Constantine on his death (4/30 - M. Taffett, W. Pross) 

• Prayers for Travis; a young adult brain tumor survivor who had a sudden and serious seizure. Prayers for 

his mom Beth, as she navigates this with him. (4/26- T. Adkins) 

Prayers for the World 

• Prayers for increased violence in Afghanistan, Israel, and Palestine 

• Prayers for India as they battle Covid-19  

• Daily gun violence and mass shootings in our country 

• Increased violence to Asian-Americans 

 

  



Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 
 

♦ 
 

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

All worshippers must meet current CDC safety guidelines to enter – if you don’t feel well, 

please worship online. 
 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE: 

▪ Users of stairs: Enter and exit through the side entrance on the Playground Side. Expect a 

temperature check and registration as you enter. 

▪ Elevator users: Enter and exit through the Masonic Temple side of the building. Expect a 

temperature check and registration as you enter. 

▪ Exiting: Deacons and ushers will excuse by row so that distancing can be maintained. 

Follow signs and ushers to proper exit. Please take all conversations outside. 
 

DRESS CODE: 

▪ Congregants: Masks are required at all times inside the building (if you are over 2). 

Please BYO – we’ll have a limited number of extras just in case. 

▪ Worship Leaders: Masks are required until they reach the area where they are isolated 

from contact with the congregation. 
 

Per CDC Guidelines a mask must completely cover the nose and mouth, fit snugly against the sides of the face 

with no gaps and should not have valves or vents. (Bandanas, scarves, and face shields alone are not sufficient.) 
 

DURING WORSHIP: 

▪ Seating: Chairs will be set up six feet apart. Family units can pull chairs together if they wish. 

▪ Singing: Nope – leave it to the professionals. 

▪ Praying: Out-loud corporate prayers (Confession, Lord’s Prayer, etc.) – This one is a yes!  

▪ Sharing the Peace of Christ: Use a peace sign, a bow, a pantomime, a wave, or other sign of 

Christ’s love, but please stay six feet apart. 

▪ Offering: Look for offering baskets when you enter or exit. Or give online. 

▪ Communion: Elements will be individually and safely packaged – instructions will be given! 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 
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